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Now He who Confirmeth «s with you in Chrift, _ | 
and bath Anointed us, is God; who hath aljo {| 
Sealed us, and given the Earneſt of the Spirit 
in our Hearts, 2 Cor. 1. 21, 22. 
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that the Soul may be Enlighren'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, Tertul. de Reſur. Car. Cap. 8. 
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Daſtoral- Advice to a Toung 
Perſon, lately Confirm u by 
the Biſhop. 


Ince you are now come to a competent 

State of Reaſon, my Brother; and have 
> giren a noble Proof of it, in that you 
have deliberately choſen, and publickly con- 
feſs d the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as your avow d 
Prince and Savibar; and have ratiſy d it in a 
moſt ſolemn manner, at your late Confirmas- - 
tion, according to the Ancient Uſage of the 
Church of Chriſt : The Goſpel of our Lord 
does now aſſure you, That you are in the true 
way of the — comſortable Liſe, and moſt 
bleſſed Death, that Man is capable of, if 
you faithfully perſevere in this Covenant- 
State of God's Grace, through our Lord Jeſus - 
Chriſt. 

For, you have hereby devoted your felt 
wholly to God, whoſe Favony is better than Lite; 
and have laid the Ground-work of that Go- 
ſpel-Holineſs, which has the Promiſes of this 
Life, and that to come. You have allo juſtly 
renounc'd the ſhameful and dreadtul Slavery 
of the Devi!, together with all thoſe duares 
A 2 which 
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which he prepares for Immortal Souls, by the 


indulgence of worldly and carnal Lusts : In- 
ſtead of which, you have profeſſedly choſen 


the excellent Laws-of God, as your compleat 
and perpetual Rule; in the keeping of which, 


there is great Peace here, and there will be 
great Ren ard hereafter. 


O! what Tongue can tell us, How much 
better it is to yield a chearful and (teddy Obe-J. 


dience to the All-wiſe and All-good God, 
as his dutiful and belov'd Children ; than to 
wander after the Amuzements of our own 
fooliſh Imaginations,and to be hurry d by the 
blind and brutal Emotions of our extravagant 
Luſts and Paſſions, like abandon'd Prodigals! 
We dare appeal to the Breaſts of the moſt 
enormous Sinners, Whether it be not infinite- 
iy more ſweet and ſatisfactory, more comely 
and advantageous, to be guided by the good 
Spirit of God, than to be manag'd by the m- 
licious Powers of Darkneſs? And whether in 
all times of Danger and ſerious Reflection, 
they do not wiſh to chanze Conditions with 
the virtuous and upright Perſon? 

This demonſtrates the real Excellency: of 
ſound Religion, and manifelts your great Diſ- 
cretion, in making it your Choice; and let 
me preſs you, with all poſſible vebemency, 
never to twerve from it. Since the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth hath vouchſated to enter 
into a Covenant of Life and. Peace with you, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in which he 


bath engag'd all the Glorious Attributes of 
His Godhcad, for your Szpport, Comfort, and 
Happineſs 


to ſwerve from theſe 
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Happineſs in both Worlds; in theſe Words. 


I WILL BE TO TOU 4 GOD. 0 
Love him with all your Soul, % Brother, 


and ferve him with all — Might, (through 
the Aids of his Grace) winl{t you have any R- 


ing; that ſo yo may have the Infinite Honour 
and Comfort of being one of HIS PEOPLE:fox 
this is our Li, our Hope, our Salvation; and 
leſſed Paths, is to go 
down to Eternal Darkneſs and Dettmttion. 

Let me therefore prevail with you, my Bro- 
ther, as one that ſincerely Watcheth and Tra- 
velleth for the good of your Soul, to cet the 
Kingdom of God in the fir# place; making it 
your chief Concerti, to keep ſtedtaſt in that 
ftate of Divine Favour, to which his Covenant 
of Grace admits you. And that I may, as 
your Spiritual Paſtor, conduct you in the ways 
that lead thereto ; I ſhall © 

I. Give you a few Directions, to preſerve 
yor in a dutiful regard to God's hboty Will, 
according to your Chriſtian Vows. 

II. I (hall lay before you, the dreadful 
Guilt of apo#arizing from theſe facred En- 
gagements, that you may not be of thoſe, that 
draw back unto Perdition. 18 

III. I hall mind you of the unſprakable 
Happineſs of thoſe, who perſevere in the faith- 


tu! diſcharge of theit Vows to God, that I may 


encourage you in the ways of Virtue and Re- 

ligion, and (under Chriſt, the chief Shepherd) 

fix and confirm you therein. | 

IV. I ſhall concinde with ſrrioat Reflect ian: 

upon the whole. To all 3 I'moſt ear- 
3 


neſtiy 


Cob ea 
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neſtly beſcech the Holy Spirit of God, to vouch- 
ſafe his Bleſſing. 

I begin with a few Directions, in order to un 
your pious and prudent Conduct in that Chri- m. 
tian courſe of Lite, which you have vow'd to a 
God. As to which, in the firſt place, ] an 

1. Labour to awaken in your Breaſt, a juſt in 
ſenſe of the infinite Honour, Advantage, and vo 
Comfort, ot a Covenant- Alliance with Almighty & -Re 
God ; by wlnch, a frail and needy Creature m 
bas the Honour of being joyn d in a Covenant bi 
ot Friend/hip and Peace with its Creator: ich -pe 
1s like a poor Beoger's being Marry'd to fome 
1ajtrious Prince, or a Condemn'd Criminal's 
being made the Adopted Heir of ſome great 
Emmoror ; yea, it excels all Compariſon. This 
W.id has nothing glorious enough, to repre- 
jent the tranicendent Excellency of Spirit «cl 
Regeneration, the infinite Honour of Commus- 
„ion with Ged, and the imm nſe Treaſure of to 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel ; Theſe are ſuch ſur- G 
paſſing Enoyments, that the Crowns and Sep- th 
ters of this World are but Selon to them; to 
and all the carnal Pleatures and Profits upon a1 
Farth, no better than odious Dung, in compari- 8 G 
| fon with them. * 
| Let it therefore be your carneſt Care, Y xi 
| Brother, to keep your Heart duly aftected with | xj 
the infinite Love of God to Men, in his Co- $ 
venant of Grace and Mercy with them, thro' Þ # 
a Redeemer ; and let it be the chief Buſineſs $ 1; 
of your Life, to act ſuitably to the great Aer- } C 
cies and ſtrict Engagements of tins Covenant. | x 
Remember, that you are Baptiz d in the Name | # 
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rr 
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I of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Gbof ; and that, as this entitles you to many 
untpeakable Privilzges, fo it lays upon you 
many neceſſary Dates. For, as this gives you 


a Covenant-Relation to the Almighty Creator 
and Governor of the Workl, and an Intergt 


in him, as your Covenant-Ally ; fo it engages 
you to render a ſupreme Love, Honour, am! 
Regard to him ; revering his Infinite Majelty, 
magnifying the Riches of his Mercy, obeyirr; 
bis holy Will, reſting ſatisfy'd in all the Dif- 
nſations of his Providence, and endeavour- 
ing, in all things, to Glorifie his holy Name. 
And, in like manner, whereas this blefſel 
Covenant gives you a federal Relation to, 
and intereſt in the only begotten Son of God, 
as your Saviour and Redeemer ; it likewiſe en- 
gages you, to embrace him truly and effectu- 
ally in his Divine Perſon and Swing Offices; 
to accept that perfect Revelation of the Will of 
God, which he hath made in the Goſpel, as 
the complcat Rule of your Faith and Life; 
to truſt in the Sufficiency of ns Ae iation 
and Merit, for your Pardon and Peace with 
God, according to the terms of the Gofp-=1; 
and to refign your ſelf up to him, as your Spi- 
ritual Direttor and Gopernor ; by Faith de- 
riving Spiritual Wiſdom , Affection, and 
Strength from Him, as knowing that of his 
Fulneſt, we receive Grace for Grace. Ankfiral- 
ly, as your Chriſtian Baptiſm gave you a 
Covenant-Relation to, and Intereſt in the 
Holy Spirit of God, as your Santtiſter and (Cum 
forter ; ſo it engages you to ſeck his Divine 
aA 4 Gifts 


. 


Git and Operations, in a diligent and due th 


manner, and in the appointed _ _ o 4 
A | 
, 


that you thanktuily accept and 'chen! 


tis gracious Vouchfafements ; truſting in the 
Aid and Efficacy of bis Grace, as the only 
lufficient means of producing, preſerving, and . 
 Urvancing that Chrutian Knowledge, Holineſs, i 
and Obedience in you, which the Goſpel re- 
quires, as the neceſſary qualifications of the 


New-Creatare; 


Theſe are ſome of the vital Acts of a Saving 


Fi:h, and herein conſiſts the very Conſtitu- 
tion of cvery G itian, that is in Covenant, | 
aud in Favour with God; who being Kcron- 
44d to Him by the Blood of his only Son, and 
Born an:w by the transforming Power of his 
quicdenin Spiri, and being tortify d by the 
: j Fuccuurs of his Grace, is enabled to ff 
vanquiſn Temptations, and to mortiſie Cor- 
ruptions; to deny himſelf, and take up his y 


continua 


Croſs; and, in a word, He can do all thi 
* Chrith that 2 him. 


* 


No therefore, wy dear Brother, know and 
conſider the happy Circumſtances of your | 


eſent State; which will Exer return again, 
in their ſull Excellency, if ycu break from 


the Arms of your Redeemer, and again fell | 
your ſelf, to commit Iniquity. You are now - 


enter d into God's Vineyard in the Morniag 
ef your Age, and all things ſeem to favour 
your happy progreſs in the ways of his Com- 
mandments : - Wherefore, give all Diligence 
in the Work of your Chriſtian Calling, with 


full aflurance, that every thing which God 2 
either 
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due either promis d or threaten'd, will be made good 
and o a tittle. So that, I may ſeaſonably apply 
all ny ſelf to you, in the Words of Dying King 
the David to his Son Solomon, ( 1 Chron. 23.9.) Now 
nly %; fore, my Son, know the God of thy father, 
nd n ſerve him with 4 perfett heart, and amilling- 
eſs, wind: For the Lord ſearcheth all heart, and un- 
le Aerffandeih the imaginations of the thoughts. IF 
the hn ſeek him, he vill be found of thee 3 but if 
thou forſake him, he will caſt thee F ar ever 
mg | Be not deceiv'd, my Brother, God cannot be 
tu nacb d by the molt ſpecious Hypocrifie. You 
nt, ? mult conſecrate a {incere Heart to him, ot 
you give him nothing. He will not be pleas'd- 
with the Skin of 4 Sacrifice, inſtead of a whole 
| Burnt-Offering. Your | late Vom. of Obtdt- 
ence, without ſuitable Practice, will be fo far 
3 from commending you to God, that it will 
inflame his Wrath againſt you, and increaſe 
your Condemnation : For, he ſays of bis e- 
3 fpons'd People of old, (Heb. 8. 9) They con- 
tinu d not in my Covenant, and I regarded them. 
3 not. 
It is certainly the moſt awful and tremen- 
dous Thing in the World, to enter unto the 
Bonds of this holy Covenant of God. What 
an important and .aftecting Concern is it, 
ſor a frail corrupt Creature, cloath d with In- 
firmities, and ſurrounded with Temptations, 
to make ſolemn Vows of perpetual Service 
and Faithſulneſe, to the Al-knowug and 
All- pure God; which, without the gecepta- - 
ble Mediation of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and 
the Aids of his Holy Spirit, could never be. 
4.3. ai 
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attempted with any hope of Sacceſs * And 


therefore, that Perſon is perfectly ſenſeleſs, * 


that enters into theſe folemn Engagements, 
without Reverence and. Godly Fear. 


If you have therefore been duly affected in 


this great Tranſattion with your Maker, at 
your late Confirmation, wy Brother, you 
cannot ſoon forget it. If you had been Seal- 


wg your [dentures with an Earthly Alafter,' 


wherein you had engag'd your ſelſ to Serve 
him but for the ſpace of Seven Years, you 
would not have thought your ſelf at liberty to 
have done what you lift, after ſuch an En- 
gagement, but you would fet your felf to 
know, what your Maſter would have you do, 
and how you might pleaſe him: And this 
would be your Duty, and your Wifdom. And 
ſurely, nothing but rank Infidelity can make 
you leſs careful to ſerve and pleaſe God, after 
fuch ſclemn Vows as you have made with him; 
conſidering the ſtrictneſs and perpetuality of 
your Covenant-Engagements, and the infi- 
nite Honour and Advantage of keeping ſted- 
faft in them: Which was the firſt Direction 
that I propos'd to lay before you; in which I 
have been the more large, becauſe the clear 
lnon lulge of your Baptiſmal-Covenan', is one 
of the molt neceſſary parts of Chriſtian Int ru- 
ttion ; and becaule a full Conviction of the 
Advantane; of tins Covenant, is the likelicſt 
way to engage our Care and Concern to pre- 
ſerve the Flop; of it. But, becauſe I intend 
bo be as brief as I may, I will give a more 
ſpeedy diſpatch to that which remains to be 
conſider d. 2. Let 
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And Let the glorious Attribures of God, which 
-lefs,F are  brigliely le ay d, in the Creation and G 
ents, ¶ ernment ut the W ori, and in the Kedemption, 
Santtification, and Glorification of ſintul Men, 
d in be your daily Meditation; till vou tect a 
at ſtroug Habit of Devot ion aud Affection towards 
vou God, kindled upon rour Soul,” through his 
eal- Grace. The Whole Body of Religion turns 
fer, upon this one Principle, of Faith workings by 
rvel Ce: For, then you cannot but adore His 
you] Iufinite Majetty, and admire His lafiuite 
to Perfections: Lou will be zealous for his Ho- 
- nour, and diligent in his Service: And all 
to 2 this will goon with Delight and Plealure, be- 
do. cauſe the vittoriovs Love ot God introckuces, 
bis as it were, a new Nature into the Soul + nd 
nd makes it long after the means and fcaſous ot 
ke & Communion with God, 47 the "Har: after the 
ter Water-brooks. | 
n; 3. And as ever you del; ire to attain or vro- 
ot & ſcrve this predominan: Aﬀetion. towards God, 
fi- or do any thing effectuilly in Religion, de 
d- fſure to keep up the lively and ſpiritual Exer- 
»n ciſe of Daily Prayer, and the (ir ict and (>fiotis 
I 3 Obſervance of the Lord's-Day. And remem- 
ber, That all the H Ordinances of the Chi- 
le ſtian Religion, are the Channels, by windrthe 
„Grace and Mercy of God dec: nds upon ten 
ie F Souls: Wherefore, be fare to. attend upon 
t them all in their ſcalon, wich Dilizeate, and 
— with a leiy Faith. 
d Let no Day pals without reading ſome 
© part of God's holy Word, and that wich feriorts 
C 

t 


application of mind: And make fe of other 
Pious 
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pious and practical Books, as your Circum- 
ſtances admit. But be ſure to be well advis d 
as to the Books you read, and be careful to fix 
the ſound Doctrine of them in your Mind, by | 
ſerious Recollection, Meditation, and Prayer; 
beſeeching God, to Write his Lam in your Heart, 
by his Spirit; and to give you a vigorous and 
cthcacious Faith, in all the parts of his Re- 


veald Will. This is a ſure way to advance I 


in Spiritual Knozledge and Affection; becauſe 
the Gracious Spirit of God will be ready to ope- Ih 
rate upon us, by thoſe Means which he hath y 
appointed for theſe deſirable Ends: And ſor- 
almuch as God is the Aitbor of all Good, you 
mult always, in the moſt devout manner, Hi 
alcribe to Him, the Glory ot all thoſe, Spiri- 
tual, as well as Temporal Gifts, wherewith be 
is pleas to farour you. 

5. Refrain from 1dlenefs, Ill-Company, and: | 
all foreſcen occaſions of Sin; and keep an ha- 


bitual Watch, and conſciencious Guard upon it 


your ſelf, and all your ways, in the Fear of 
God. And tho yoa may, perhaps, ſee the 
generality of the World doing otherwiſe ; let | 
not this incline you to run with the Multitude 
to do Evil, but chooſe rather to-be of that ute 
> cl to which God hath promis d:4 King» 


6, Be very careful to oppoſe the fir# In- 
ut of ſinful Thoughts, turning your 
Mind towards God and Things: And 
whil'ſt you Live, be careful to bear down and 
mort iſie, al] ſinſul Luſts and Paſſions; eſpe- 
cally ſuch as molt agree with your natural 
| Temper. 


im. 
18d 


Spiritual Birth and Growth, by your abound- 
ang in the Fruits of the Spirit - Such as, a 
a venerable” 
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Temper and Confliturien. You may be ure, 
that the Fleſh will not only ſhew'its feebleneſs 
in performing that which is Good, but its 


Proneneſi to comply with that which is Evil. 


ou mult therefore conſtantly remember your 
ows to God, againſt all indulgence of the 
iuful luſts of the Fleſh, and keep ſtrait Rains 
pon your carnal Appetite ; Looking to Feſns, 


the Captain of your Salvation, in all your Spi- 
ritual Combats; and confidi 
Frour Spiritual King, that he will both Saccoun 
you now, and Reward you hereafter 


ing in bim, as 


7. Labour to give a demonſtration of your 


hief regard to Heavenly Things, 
treatment of all things belonging to God, an 
habitual Reſignation to God's Will, a Chri- 


ſtian Temper in your Affections and Paſſions, 
ſober thankful uſe of Gods good Creatures, 
the contempt of bodily Pleaſure, and world- 
y Gain, whenever hap are contrary to the 


ill of God, and the Intereſt of the Soul, a. 


delight in doing Good to all Men, patience 
under Affronts, Afflictions, aud * 
d juſtice in 


ſerings, and punctual Truth an 


all your Dealings; and, in ſhort, ſuch an 


undiſſembled Zeal for God, and care to pleaſe 


him, as may Honour your Heavenly Farher - 


in all places, and be a vifble-proof of your In- 


tegrity before all Men: An 


find your pious Defires and Reſolutions begin 
to flag; conſider, that this 'Life, and this 
Merid are paſſing away, and that an — 


whenever you 


N 

: 

ö 
i 
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of Rewards and Puni 
Judge of all will ſoon appear, and will ren 


der to every Man according to his works : And 


then the Faithful will be tor ever bleſſed, and 
the Slathful for ever accyrſed; which ſhould 


make us unwearyd in Well-doing, tmce} 


within a little time we ſhall reap, if we faint 

not. And remember, that in order to fortifie 

— Zeal and Conttancy in all Chriſtian 
ty, = muſt not preſent your felf agam 

to be Confirm'd by the Biſhop, as the man- 

ner of ſome 1gnorant People is. But 

8. You muſt now, without delay, prepare 


for a due Receiving of The Lord's-Supper ;| 


which will be of great uſe to you, to ſtrengthen 


you in your holy Purpoſes, and to advance! 


our progreſs in all the parts of Chriſtian Ho- 


ineſs:; For hereby, your Memory will be re- 


frech d in all the moving Circumſtances 


your Saviour's Sufferings for you, which can- 
{enlible Heart; ſo that, 
your Love to God will be likely to be mightily 
envigorated hereby, and your Faith in Christ 


not but affect every 


greatly ſtrengtben d, and your Spiritual Union 


with Him, more confirm'd, and your Tile to 


all the Benefits of his Death, more and more 


clear d and enfurd. We have in this Bleſſed 


Ordinance, a Commemoration of that great and 
only Sacyifice, whereby God is reconcilable to 
Sinners; and in it, that Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace, which our Redeemer has Purchas d, by 
his Death, is communicated to the Spiritual 
and Faithful Receiver: For, The Bread which 
we break, and the Cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, 


art 


i/bments is at hand: The 


b 
Ut 
p 
V 
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are the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
Chrit; that is, a Communication of all that 
Chriſt procur'd for Sinners, by His Sacrific'd 
Body and Blood, to the pious Communicant, 
(1 Cor. 10. 16.) So that, to neglect this Royal 
ce ¶ Banquet, or to come to it without ſuch Spiri- 
NY tual Diſpofi.1ons as are capable of receiving the 
ine} Benefits of it, is to deſpiſe our ſpiritual Birth- 
right and Bliſſmg, and to prepare our own 
Ruine. And, indeed, to be guilty of an h- 
birual Negle# of the Sacrament of the Lord u- 
Supper, is, in effect, to declare, That we have 
little Regard to our Covenant with God in 
che Sacrament of Baptiſm, or to what we ſo- 
lemnly acknowledg'd and avew d at our Con- 

tron: For if we truly deſi d to continue 
in thoſe Vows, we ſhould be glad of an op- 
portunity, to renew and eſtabliſh them. So 
that, there is a diſmal degree of Apofacyfrom 
the Vows of Chriſtianity, in a total_abftinence 
at, from the Lord Supper; which is the moſt 
iy diſmal Condition that we can fall into, as 
i we ſhall ſee in the Second thing which I pro- 
on pos'd to your Conſideration. 


eB II. The dreadful Caſe of ſuch as apoftetize from 
* their Chritian Vows. 
1 : 


to Such as are Conſirm d by the Biſhop, do there- 
by expreſly declare, before God, and the Go- 
Dy vernors of bis Church, that they are come to a 
al politive and adviſed Determination for the 
Ways of God, in oppoſition to all the Ways 
of Sin. This they then ſolemnly Vow to God, 
an 
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and openly profeſs before the Aſſembly of his 
People: Upon which, they have /mpoſition of 
the Hands of the Biſhop, and the Prayers of 
the Congregation, that they may obtain Grace 
of God, 10 to do. And alas! How odious 
mult the Diſſimul ation be, and how dreadful 
the Gailt, where thefe holy and ſolemn En- 
gagements are wilfully broken, for the fake 
of any worldly and carnal Lui] What is this, 
but to prevaricate with God ? to mect Ins Mi- 
niſters? and to prophane his Ordinances * 

God forbid, my dear Youth, that this ſhould 
erer be your vretched Caſe : For then, nothing 
but Horror and Wrath, and Shame and Dark- 
neſs will attend you. You will not then be 
able to think of God, but with Fear and Trem- 
bling ; nor to look into your Bible, without 
reading your Doors + You will not be able to 
think * Death and the Judgment to come, 
without Amaxement; nor to behold God's Mi- 
niſters and your pious Friends, without con- 
ſidering them as ſo many Witneſſes againſt 
you in the Laſt-Day: And your own Con- 
ſcience will often remonſttate theſe Things 
to you, in a very Terrible manner, except it 
be wierly harden d in Sin, which is, by far, 
the worſe caſe of the two. And that which 
will extreamly aggravate your Miſery, is, That 

ou had once the Hope of Heaven, but loſt it 
y your own fooliſh and pernicious Domgs. 
You went from waſhing to wallowing 2 
Mire: You broke from the Embraces of a 
gracions Sat iour, and pat your ſelf afreſh un- 


der the Poner of the Devil: Your Redeemer 
accepted 
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accepted you, as one of the Ranſow'd by tis 
Blood, but you ſold your ſelf again to commit 
Imquity: You preſerr d the extravagant 

ings of your own fooliſh Heart, before the 
Connſels of the Spirit of Wiſdom; and valu'd 
the tin, Gaiety of this preſent World, before 
the — Glory of the Kingdom of 
God. This muſt needs be matter of unfpeak- 
able Vexation, to the Breaſt that. Þ guilty of 
all this; which will base a long and fad Erer- 
nity to conſider, . By what a Height of Folly 
and Madneſ: every deliberate Sin is uſher d in, 
and with what a b of Miſery and Sorrow 
it is ever attended: It muſt end in a very bit- 
ter Repentance, at the beſt; for otherwiſe, it 
wil plunge the Sumner in Eternal Weeping and 
Wailing: 1 

Take good Heed therefore, my dear Brother, 
walt wprightly with your God, whoſe Favour 
is our Glory and Bliſs; and whoſe Wrath is 
the utmoſt degree of our Unhappineſs. 

As you have therefore taken the Proſeſſion 
of the Chritian Religion upon you, which is 
the beſt and pureſt in the World, fee that 
you labour to adorn it, and to preſerve the 
2 Hopes of it; that you may be for ever 

efſed, : 

We find in the Greek Ritual, a moſt affe- 
ctignate Exhortation to this purpoſe; which 
was uſually read to ſuch as were Confirm d, 
to quicken their utmoſt Care and Concern, to 
live ſuitably thereunto; in theſe Words; The 
Bonds are now'ſeal'd, and Chrift hath rece id d 
them inte Heaven. See then that ye mind your 


Promiſe 


18 


Paſtoral- Advice to 


Promi ſe, and fulfil your Engagements, which will 
be openly read at the Day of Judgment. Tak: 
heed, that there be no occaſion to bluſh at Chrift's 
Dreadful Tribunal, where all the Powers of Hea- 
ven tremble, and all Mankind mult ſtand to be 
judg'd : Where the Devil will be preſent to accuſe 
you, ſaying, Lord, this Wretch in word renounc'd 
me, but nas indeed my Servant. Then will the 
Angels figh, and holy Men will bewail your Mi- 
fery. Your Father and Mother cannot help you, 
and all your Friends will diſonn you, (Goar. 
Eucholog. Græc. p. 342.) 

Be wiſe therefore, my dear Youth, whil'ſt 
there is Hope, and keep your Conſcience un- 
ſullied by the defilement of Sin; which will 
be great matter of comfort to you in Life and 
Death, as you will farther ſce in the next 
Particular. 


III. The unſpeakable Happineſs of ſuch as per- 
ſevere in 18 faithful diſcbarge of their Chri- 
ffian Vons. 


The Happineſs of ſuch is, indeed, unſpeaka- 
ble; for, they are, in ſome meaſure, reſtor'd 
to the Primitrve happy State of Man, which 
was loſt by Sin: For, now the Wrath of God 
is turn d away by a gracious Redeemer, and 
the returning Sinner is taken into the good 
Father's Boſome Now, the Perſon that was 
alienated from the Life of God, (by his Corru- 
ption and Rebellion) is made a Par:aker of 
the Divine Nature, by Spiritual Regeneration, 
aud is become a Fellon-Citizen with the _—— 
ane 
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and of the Howſhold of God : Yea, God is now 
his Adopted Father, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
(who is Lord of all) is his Mediator and Ad- 
vocate ; yea, his Root, his Head, his Strength, 
and his Lite ; and the Holy Eternal Spirit is 
his Divine Guide, and Hope, and Comfort; the 
boly Angels of God are his continual Guard; 
the Book of God is the Charter of bis Privi- 
leges, in which it is ſaid, All is yours, becauſe 
you are Chriſt's, (1 Cor. 3. 22.) For, ſince 
all things in Heaven, in Earth, and in Hell, 
are maile ſubject to Chrilt ; all things in Hea- 
ven and Earth will be ſerviceable to Chriſt's 
Members, that is, his People; and nothing 
in Earth or Hell can in any-wife hurt them. 
They have a new Right to the enjoyment of 
all God's good Creatures ; yea, to the enjoys 
ment of Ged himſelf, for ever. 

And O! how ſweet and pleaſant, my Bro- 
ther, muſt ſuch a religious courſe of Lite af- 
ſuredly be! in which the bleſſed Spirit of God 
conſtantly bears you Company, the holy An- 
gels of God continually attend you, and eve- 
ry ſtep you take, advances you nearer to God's 
heavenly Kingdom! And, what an unfpeaka- 
ble Comfort will it be to you, whenever yon 
look back upon a Life thus happily order d, 
and upon your Talents thus advantageo 
laid out Then every Night will aftord you 
the noble Foy, of a Day ſpent in the Service, 
and to the Glory of your Maler: And the Se- 
renity of your Mind, and the Peace of your 
Conſcience, will be a conſtant Relief to you 
under any outward Diſtreſs, And when the 
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Happy Hour comes, in which you muſt Die, 
your Heart may even leap for Joy, to think 
that now your Fur fare is accompliſh'd, and 
that your great Work is not now to be begun, 
but to be concluded. Then vou may, with 
comfort, conſider your Chriſtian Confirmation, 


wherein you folemnly devoted your felf to , 


God, as ſoon as you caine to the uſe of your 
Reaſon, and that you have confcienciouſly 
obſery'd your Engagements to God, in the 
cheif bent of your Heart, and cout ſef your 
Life ; or have truly Repented, and cftetually 
return d to your Duty, where-ever (through 
the Frailty of Humane Nature) you have done 
otherwiſe. You may then, I ſay, very cheer- 
full fat your Eyes from beholding the Tlnngs 
ot this preſent World, in order to open them 
to ſee Gol 1n a better State. 
And tho you will certainly meet with fiin- 
dry Temptations and Difficulties 1n your way to 

ven; and, perhaps, with cracl Mockingy, 
or more bloody Perſecu ion, whil'ſt you ſojourn 
among ſuch as are Enemies to God, and brar 
Evil-will to Zion; yet be of good cheer, Tour 
Redeemer has overcome the World, and will not 
ſuffer the mean = of his Fold to be loſt, 
Keep ſtedfaſt to the Captain of your Salvation, 
and all will do well. 


IV. The Concluſion. 


And now, my dear Youth, IJ here moſt ſo- 
lemly charge and require you, by the Aa- 
thority of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and in the 
Preſence 


„ 
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Preſence of God, who ſearcheth the Hearts of all 
Men, and will ſpeedily adjudge us all to E- 
verlating Bliſ, or Torment; That you care- 
ully keep your Chriſtian Yoms in remembrance, 
and that you ſeriouſly endeavour to adorn 
your holy Proſeſſion, and to Honour the Di- 


vine Author of it. 


Your Hope of Everlaſting Life, my Brother, 
depends upon your faithful diſcharge of this 
your Covenant with God, through the Me- 
diation of his Son, and Saxttification of his 
Spirit. Wherefore, Be frong in the Lord, and 
in the Pawer of. his Might; wherein you will 
truly anſwer the End of your Confirmation. 

Be fare you look not back, with a wiſ>ful 
longins, after the Impurities of other Sinners 
but flee all youthful Lats, with an heighten'd 
Indignation. And be ſure that you never 
enter into Parley with the Devil, about the 
commiſſion of any Sin. It you once come 
to doubt, whether you bad beſt keep. on in your 
Integrity, or accept the Bribes 4 Sin, you 
begin to revolt from God; becauſe the vigor 
of your Reſolution for God is ſlacten d; and 
that which decays, is going apace towards 
Ruine. | 

Wherefore, b- you ever aſſur d, That there 
is Death and Defraition in all the Ways of 
Sin, tor which, no Temporal Enjoyment can 
make you any Amends. Keep firmly in this 
Aſſurance, and (I IN retain your Inte- 

rity till you die. And remember, That the 
ime of your Labour can be but Short, and 
that your future Recompence will be Ezer- 
latins. And 
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And now, my Brother, I commend you t0 


God, and to the Word of his Grace, which is able $ 


to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance 
among all them that ere Santtifyd. And may 
the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Love of 
God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghozt, be 
ith you evermore. Amen. 


1 


A Prayer, to be uſed in Private, by 
a Perſon lately Confirm'd. 


Infinite Fountain of Bliſs, and Father 
of Mercies! who art, by Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son, reconciling the World to 


thy ſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes; I. 


moſt funcerely bleſs thine holy Name, that 


theſe Glad tydings ever enter'd into mine | 


Ears : For, I lay in Darkneſs, and in the 
Shadow of Death, (as the reſt of Mankind 
did) till the Day-Spring from on High vi. 
fied us, through the Incarnation of our 
Redeemer. And in thy Bleſſed Goſpel, re- 
veaPd by him, we behold moſt aſtoniſhing 
Expreſſions of thy Good toill towards Men, 


and of thyCompajſion towards Sinneri;parti- þ 


cularly, that infinteCondeſcention and Love 
of thine, towards the penitent Believers 


in thy Son and Goſpel, wherein it pleaſeth | 


thee 


i 


2 
ho 
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'e to enter into a Covenant of Life and 


ace toith them. In the humble acceptance 
this great Vouchfafement of thine, has my 


ul deſir d to 1 unto thee; and to 


ply nfclf to thee, in a moſt humble Con- 
aan of my polluted and periſhing Condi- 
n, and in the moſt thankful acknowledg- 
ent of thine unſteakable Mercies in our 
edeemer ; being led thereunto, as I tru 


thy Grace. To Thee, O MO T 


LESSED AND ETERNAL TRINITY! 


W rohoſe Name I was Baptiiz'd ,, to Thee 
ve | now, by ſolemn Confirmation, afreſh 
-voted my ſelf, with all my Powers and 
terefts, according to the bleſſed Terms of 
y Bapti/mal Covenant. 

Good God, enable me faithfully to per- 
"vere in the ſame. Let nothing in this 
old draw or drive me from a ſtate of 
avour and Communion with Thee and thy 


on Feſus Chriſt, through * ations: 
© SO 


f the —_ of Holineſs. avour, C 
God, is better than Life; and the 
ommunications of thy Spirit, more to be 
ſteem'd, than all Worldly Treaſure. Thy 
ervice is perfet Freedom; and thy Laws 
he y wiſe Direttions of Humane Life, 


nd the ſure Paths to Eternal Bliſs. O 


ord, vouchſafe to ſtrengthen, ſlabliſb, and 


ettle me in the prattice of them for ever. 
| And 


2 ů 
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And to this end, be pleas d to mortifie 
ſinful Lults and Paſhons, through thy Sp 


| rit, and to countermine all the Malice 
| Infernal Spirits againſt me, and to kee 
| me unde fil d by this preſent evil World: 
That beine, through thy Grace, faithful 
unto the Death; I may, through thy Mercy 
attain Eternal Life, through Feſus Chrifl 
our only Mediator and Advocate; in whoſt 
prevailing Name,and comprebenſroc Words 
I'farither Pray. 


Our Father, Cc. 
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